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APPENDIX have passed the Kristnah, or he will have determined not to
^ A> ^ pass it till after the rains. If he should have passed it, and
the Mahrattas still hang back, and there should really be reason
to apprehend that Tippoo could send a formidable force
against him, he must, at all hazards, be supported without loss
of time, and without regarding the distress which the troops
will suffer by making a long march at that season. But if he
should not have crossed the Kristnah he can have nothing to fear
from Tippoo before the breaking up of the rains, and I really
think that in that case it would be for the safety and advantage
of the common cause, that Cockerell should be employed for
the defence of the Carnatic till that period, when he might,
without much risk, leave a country in which the rains would
soon be expected to commence, and when, unless a powerful
co-operation on the part of the Mahrattas should render it
unnecessary, the Nizam may depend^ upon being joined by so
considerable a body of our infantry as to enable him to advance
with confidence against the enemy. . . .

I cannot help thinking, notwithstanding the present doubtful
appearances, that the Mahrattas will ultimately perform their
engagements and take part with us, but, if I am too sanguine
in this opinion, I can never believe that they would adopt a
contrary line, and assist their inveterate enemy, Tippoo, whom
they have so much cause to hate and dread. It is, however,
possible that the apprehensions of the Nizam and his ministers
of their hostile intentions, may again revive on the present
occasion, and although I should wish you to avoid a discussion
of this delicate subject if it was practicable, yet, if you find
them seriously alarmed, you may repeat in the most explicit
terme, that so long as his Highness acts heartily with us and
fulfils his engagements, we shall think ourselves bound to defend
him against attacks from any quarter whatever. . . .

I am, &c.

COKNWALLIS.